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Guidelines Proposed for Media Reporting 


on Children 


By Committee constituted by 
Hon'ble Delhi High Court in W.P.(C) No. 787/2012 


Media coverage on matters relating to children may have long term 


consequences on their overall development (physical. mental. 


psychological, emotional. moral. social, economic etc.). life and dignity: and 


lack of care by Media in th is regard may entail real nsk of ch ildren facing 


harm. stigma. disqw::tlification. retribut ion etc The privacy oi~Jn i ty rhv~ir.81 


and emotional development of children is of the utmost importance . which 


are to be preserved and protected at a ll times, while 


reporting/broadc"'sting/publicati6n of news/programs/documen taries etc . 


on and for children. 


The guidelines mentioned below are proposed in the backdrop of the 


exlsllng legal framework enclosed as ANNEXURE-A. to secure and protect 


the rights of children and to set-out the minimum parameters of 


responsibility to be borne by print and electronic media (hereinafter 


referred to as 'Media') in rebtion to rcpo r t i n g!LHOJdr; ;)sli : lg /[.)u ~ : ic J t ;.J ; ; ·~~ 


news/programs.ldocurnentaries etc. on and for children . 


1. Meaning of terms used : 


1.1 " Child" or "C"hildren" shall mean a person(s) who has/have not 


comp leted 18 ycor~ of ugc . 


1.2 "Media" shall include. but not be limited to, any newspaper. 


magazine. news-sheet or electronic media. 


2. PRINCIPLES: 


2.11n VOivernen t or Cll iilJ rerl If\ news./programsfdOCUJI'len lanes e tc . fllUS( 


evidently be ed itorially justified from a ch ild rights' perspective. - ----.. --- ,..._ •. ·-


2.2Medra s~1 a ll ensure lh<l t child vict1m s of rape. other sexual offences. 


traffickrng, drug/substance abuse. elopement . organized crimes 


duld r e n used 111 a1 rneo c:on fl1 cts. clH illr e 11 111 cunfht; t wJtn 1dw dii U 


child wi tne sses e tc :~ re autom atiCall y SJU8 rante ccf •.Hton y1n1ty tor Ide 
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2.3Media must ensure that due consideration is given to a child's right 


lU IJIIVcH..: y anU tO prevent the Child from being exposed tO anXIety , 


distress, trauma, social stigma, risk to life & safety and further 


suffering in relation to reporting/broadcasting/publication of 


news/programs/documentaries etc. on and for children . 


2.4Media shall ensure that a child's identity Is not revealed in any 


manner, including but not limited to, disclosure of personal 


information. photograph, school/ins titution/locality and information of 


the family including their residential/official address. 


2.5Media shall not sensationalize issues or stories, especially those 


relating to children. and should be conscious of the pernicious 


consequences of disclosing/high lighting infonnation in a sensational 


form and the ~arm 1t may cause to children. 


2.61NTERV IEWING A CHILD by the MEDIA: 


This shall be governed by the following principles: 


a) That the interview is in the child's best interest . 
b) That the interview does not aggravate the child's situation 


further. 
c) That the manner and content of the interview doesn't 


affecVinterfere with the child's right to privacy. 
d) That if the interview is in the child's best interest. the same shall 


be done under supervision and consent of the child's parent(s) 
or lega l guardian , or in the alternative, the competent authorities 
for the child . 


e) That while interviewing a child , his/her consent may !)e obtained, 
depending upon his/her age and maturity . 


f) Frequent interviewing of a chi ld must be avo1ded . 
g) The child 's refusal to be interviewed must be honored . 
11) Be fore interviewing the chi ld he/she must be duly informed about 


'~lf• r)!Jrpos r ;-1nrl manner of the interview 
i) The child and/or l1is/her parents/guardian or any person having 


con trol over him/her shall not be coerced or enticed in any 
manner tncluclin g financi;;1l or other inducemen t to secure 
cOilSent for the mterv1ew. 
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2.7Media must verify the credentials and autMrity of 


individuals/organizations whose consent is sought on behalf of the 


child . 


2.8Med ia shall not give any financial or o ther inducement to the child or 


parent I guardian or others in relation to reporting I broadcasting I 


publication of news I programs I documentaries etc. on and for 


children. 


2.9 Media must balance its responsibility to protect children from 


unsuitable content with the right to freedom of expression and the 


right to know. 


2.10 To protect the identity of the child media shall ensure that any 


visual showing the face of the child must be completely morphed in 


cases where privacy I anonymity is required as illustrated in 


Prmciple 2.2.above .. 


2.11 Media shall or ient/sensi t1ze its ecl 1tona l personnels. 1ncluding 


ed itors/ editorial team I reporters I correspondents I producers I 


photographers etc. about laws. rules. requlations and quidelines 


related to reporting broadcasting publication of 


newslprogramsldocumentMies etc. on and for children . 


2.12 The media shall proactively promote the children's right to 


information and freedom of expression 


2.13 PUBLICITY: 


The Department of Information and Public Relations of <t il State 


Governments and U T. Administrations . the Directorate of Field 


Puht icity, Oir., r tnr::ltP n f ArfvPrt i~. r n'J :-tnrl Vi<>LI.11 Pi l~liri t '! rn A If f"' \ , I 


Ministry of lnform <:~ t 10n (lncl Broodcasting. Pr<Jsa r Bh;:Hati (1\IR & 


DD) . Self Regula tory Bodies etc shall give due publicit y ;:~ t 


appropr iate intervals to the laws. rules . regulations and guidelines 


(including the proposed one) related to reporting I bJOCJUC<Js tin9 I 
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publication of newslprograms/c.Jocumentaries etc. on and for 


<hilrlrPn 


2.14 MONITORING: 


The compliance with the applicable laws, rules. regulations and 


guidelines (including the proposed one) related to 


reporting/broadcasting/publication of 


news/programs/documentaries etc. on and for children shall be 


monitored by the following : 


(a) the self-regulatory bodies . 


(b) the regulatory mechanisms of Ministry of 


Information & Broadcasting. such as. Electronic 


Media Monitoring Center (EMMC) and Inter


Ministerial Committee (IMC) . 


(c) Press Council of India. 


through their respective procedures . 


2.15 STATUS REPORT: 


NCPCR I SCPCRs shall file a report in this Hon'ble Court on 


yearly basis regarding the compliance level of the applicable 
--- ··- .. ...-- · . "" 


laws , rules . regulat ions and guidelines (including the proposed 
----~-- ---


---- ·~---· 


The forego1ng are only broad Guidelines and are not meant to be . 


exhaustive . 


NOTE OF DISSENT: News Boradcasters Association (NBA) have 


dissented to the inclusion of the words ' from a child rights ' perspective' in 


Pnnciple 2.1 stat ing t11at. 


"Inclusion of the words from a "child rights perspective" limits 


addi tional di scre tion while m<Jttcr 11as to be justified edi torially, it 


can't be limited only to justification based on "ch ild rights ". 


Therefore . these words shou ld be cJeletec.J ." 
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ANNEXURE-A 


Media Reporting on Children 


By Commi ttee constituted by 


Hon'ble Delhi High Court in W.P.(C) No. 787/2012 


1. Legal Framework: 


1.11nternational: 


• The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 


Article 16 


1. No child ;:;hall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful 


interfe1ence with his or her privacy, family. or 


correspondence , nor to unlawful attacks on his or her 


honour and reputation. 


2. The child has the right to the protection of the law 


against such interference or attacks. 


Article 40 of the Convention . sta tes that the privacy of a cl1ilcJ 


accused of infringing penal law should be protected at all stages 


of the proceedings. 


1.2National: 


1.2.1 The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) 


Act, 2000 


Sec:t1on 19· RP.moval of rlisf!Wtfifir.alion rtltrlr.hina to 


conviction. 


Sect ion 21 . Prohibition of publication of name, etc. of 


Juven1te in conflict with law or child in neec1 of c;::t re and 


pro tection involved in any proceedings under the Act 


The Juvcnilo Justice (Care and Protection of Children) 


Rules, 2007 


Ru le 3 Flmclamental Princ1ples to be followed 1n 


administration of these rules . 


Pnn c1p lc II - rr inciplc of dig nity nnd worth 


Pnnc•ple IV - Principle of Best Interest 


• Pnnc1ple VII - 1-'os•tive Measures 


.. Prn1e1ple IX - Pr inciple of non-waiver uf rights . 
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Principle XI - Principle of right to privacy and 
confidentiality. 


Principle XIV- Principle of Fresh Start. 


1.2.2 Press Council of India Act, 1978: 


The Press Council of India under the mandate of Section 


13(2)(b) of the Act has THE NORMS OF JOURNALISTIC 


CONDUCT- 2010 


The 2010 edition of .. Norms of Journalistic Conduct" 


updates the norms evolved sinc.e 1996 on the basis or 


<ldjudrcatrons and other pronouncements e:md covers to a 


largo extent almost every aspect or compnlsions <~nd 


comp11nctions in journalistic practice 


6(i ) The Press shall not intrude or invade the privacy or 


an ind ividual . unless outweighed by genuine overriding 


public interest. not being a prurient or morbid curiosity. 


So . however. that once a matter becomes a matter or 


public record . the right to privacy no longer subsists 


and it becomes J leg itimate subject for comment by 


the Press and the media. among others. 


Explanation: Tt1ings concerning a person's home. 


f.J nli!y , ;cligion , iledlth . sexuality. personal life and 


p riv<~te affairs are covered by the concept or PRIVACY 


excepting wlrere ar.y or these impinges upon the 


put) lic or publ1c interest. 


G\; ;j Caution ayainst Identification : While report ing 


crirne involving rape. abduction or kidnap of 


women/females or sexual assault on children . or 


ra1 sing doubts and questions touching t11e chastity. 


personal character and privacy of women, the names, 


photographs of tile v1C l1 ms or other particulars lead1ng 


to their identity shall not be published. 
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6(iii) Minor children and infants who are tile o ff spr ing 


of sexual abuse or 'forcible marriage· or illicit sexual 


unron shall not be rdentrfred or photographed . 


Ensure Sensitivity on Child-Related Stories 


The identity of children infected and affected by HIV 


should not be revealed. Nor should their photographs 


be shown. This includes orphans and children living in 


orphanages, juvenile homes etc. 


Press Council (Procedure for Inquiry) Regulations, 


1979 


Complaint procedure against a newspaper. news 


agency , ed itor or other working journalist under 


Section 14(1) of the Act for professional misconduct 


1.2.3 Indian Penal Code, 1860 & Criminal Procedure Code, 


1973: 


• Sec. 228-A of the Indian Penal Code makes disclosure 
of identity of victim of certain offences punishable with 
upto 2 years imprisonment or fine or both The 
res triction does not relate to printing or publication of 
Judgment of High Court or Supreme Court But 
keeping in view the social object of preventing social 
v ic timization or ostracism of the victim of a sexual 


offence for which Sec. 228 A has been enacte<l . rt 
woutd be appropriate that in the judgments be it by lhc 
Supreme Court. High Court or Lower Court . the name 
of the victim should not be ind icated . 
Sectivrl 228A IPC a nll Seclron JL i (J ) l...-1..>\.H:~ ur 
Crrmmal Procedure also specify similar bars on 
publication of court proceedings dealing wtth sexual 
eXJ 'lt tallon of the chrld . 


1.2.4 THE CABLE TELEVISION NETWORKS (Regulation) 


ACT, 1995 & its RULES, 1994. 


The Programming and Advertis ing Codes as per Rule 


G and 7 provide that no prograrn o r advertisement 


which denigrates chrldren should bo carried in cable 


SCI vin: 
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·t.J ETHICAL STANDARDS I GUIDELINES: 


1.3.1 NHRC-UNICEF Report (A Guidebook for the Media on 


Sexual Violence against Children) 


MEDIA DOS AND DON'TS WHEN CREATING 


PROGRAMMES ON CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE AND 


EXPLOITATION. 


(http://nhrc.nic.in/Publicalions/MedGuideChild.pdf) 


DO 


Keep in mtnd the rights and best interests of the child. 
Promote a positive attitude towards the victim. 
Make programmes relevant to v(!rious target segrTients. 
Focus your programmes - emphasize on one or two 
messages. 


Before filing a story, consult resource persons and 
organisations in the <J.rea. 
Tr c<:Jtthc subj~<.:l with understandi119 and sens1tivity. 
Be positive in the portrayal of the child, he/she is a victim 
and not a party to the crime. 
Be aware of various legal provisions, laws and regulations 
with regard to child rights. 
Remember. though the child is vulnerable and voiceless, 
he/she has the same human dignity, rights and worth as 
any adult. 


Meticulously verify your stories and sources. 
Identify ways to deal with problem situations. 
Provide clear action roints for viewers . 
Promote gender equity and the rights of the girl child . 
Create awareness and demand for support services. 
rocus attention on the gravity of the crime. 
Make programmes to encourage a wider discussion of the 
sexual abuse and exploitation of children. Ensure that 
these are broadcast/televised/published in a sustained 
manner. 


DON 'T 


Don't disclose the Identity of the victim or the victim's 
family. 


Don't sensationalise or glorify acts of sexual abuse or 
exploitation of children. 
Don't make the child re -live the abuse by asking him/her 
to recount tile abuse/explo 1tation . 







Don't re-vict imise the child by repeated or incessant 
questioning. 
Don't depict the child as insignificant. 


Don't treat the child as a sexual object 
Don't glorify either the crirne or the offender. 


Don't project the child as powerless or without legal 
support. 
Don't stigmatise the child, family or community. 


1.3.2 UNICEF- GUIDELINES ON ETHICAL REPORTAGF· 


UNICEF (India) has developed these principles to assist · 


journalists as they report on issues affecting children . They 


are offered as guidelines that will help media to cover 


children in an age-appropriate and sensitive manner. 


(Wl-VW.Imfcef.orglindiA!Ethica!Reportogo .pdf) 


Guidolirles for intervie.wing children: 


Do no harm to any child ; avoid questions. attitudes or 
comments that are judgmental, insensitive to cultural 
values, that place a child in danger or expose a child to 
humJiiatJon, or that reactivate a child's pain and grief from 
traumatic events. 


Do not discriminate in choosing children to interv1ew 


because of sex , race , age. religion. status. eclucattonal 
background or physical abilities. 


No staging : Do not ask children to tell a story or take an 
act ion thot is not pa1t of tli~::H uw11 lustoty. 


Ensure that. the child or guardi;m knows they are talktng 
with a reporter . Explain the purpose of the interview ond 
its intended use. 


Obtain permission from the child and his or her guardian 


for all interviews, videotaping and. when possible, for 


docum~ntary pholonr~phs When possible ~t nd 


appropriate. this permission should be m writing . 
Permission must be obta1ned in circumstances that 
ensure that the child and guardian are not coerced in any 
way and that they understand that they are part of a story 
that might be disseminated locally and globally. This is 
usually only ensured if the permission is obtained in the 
ciJJid 's tangua~1e and 1! the dectsion is made tn 
con sult;:tlion with an adul t the child tru sts 


Pay attention to w~ere and how the CliJid •s JntePllewecJ 
Limit the number of interv1ewers ;:1nd photo!]rnphers r ry 
to make certatn that chi ldren are coJnlo rt<:~bl e amJ CJb le tn 


tell ttl c tr story without outs ide pressure . mcluding from the 


intCf'ViCWCI Ill ~Ill, VJdt:u <li 1d I ud iu II l(UJ V l t.!W~. L.UilS iUt.: l 
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what the choice of visual or audio background might imply 
about the child and her or his life and story . Ensure that 
the child would not be endangered or adversely affected 
by showing their home. community nr CJPnr:-rZJ! 


whereabouts. 


Guidelines for reporting on Children: 


Do not further stig~atize any child ; avoid categorisations 
or descriptions that expose a child to negative repri sa ls -
including addit ional physical or psycho l ogic~ ! l1arm, u1 lu 


lifelong abuse. discrimination or rejection by the ir local 
communities . 


Always provide an accurate context for the child's story or 
Image. 


Always change the name and obscure the visual identity 
of any child who is identified as: 


a. A victim of sexual abuse or exploitation. 
b. A perpetrator of physical or sexual abuse. 
c. HIV positive, or living with AIDS. unless the child. 


a parent or a guardian gives fully informed 
consent, 


d. Charged or convicted of a crime. 


In certa in circumstances of nsk or potential risk of harm or 
retribution. change the name and obscure the visual 
identity of any child who is identified as 


a. A current or former child combatant . 
b . An asylum seeker. a refugee or an internal 


displaced person 


In certain r.8ses. using C~ child 's icJcr1 tity . !l leil l ld ll lt:: 


and/or recognizable image - is in the child 's best interests. 
However. when the child's identity is used. they must still 
be protected against ham1 and supported through any 
stigmatization or reprisals . Some examples of these 
special cases are: 


a. When a child initiates conta ct with the rP.rnrtPr . 
wanting to exercise their right to freedom of 
expression and their right to have their opinion 
heard . 


b. When a child is part of a sustained programme of 
8Ct ivism or social mobilization and wants to be so 
identified . 


c. W llc11 a chi ld 1s t:: l l\:j CJ yeu 111 a psycllosoc1al 
programme and slaiming tlleir name and identity is 
part of their healthy cleveropment. 


Confirm the accuracy of what th e cluld has to say, c itller 
with other children or an adult. preferably with both 
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When ill doubt about wirtlllrt:l a clu iu 1s a t rrsk . repo rt on 
the general situation for children rather than on an 
individual child. no matter how newsworthy the story. 


1.4SELF REGULATORY MECHANISMS: 


1.4.1 News Broadcasting Standards Regulations, 2008 & Code of 


Ethics and Broadcasting Standards by the News 


Broadcasters Association, New Delhi. 


News Broadcasting Standards Authority (NBSA). 


1.4.2 Self Regulation Guidelines, Content Code and Certification 


Rules for the General Entertainment & Non-News & Currant 


Affai rs Broadcasting Sector by the Indian Broadcas ting 


Foundation, New Delhi. 


Broadcasting Content Complaints Council (BCCC) 


established under Content CodP. fl. Ce rtifirfllion R111" ~ 


2011 . 
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